Buzzy Bee Motif
py BP

Version 2 of the buzzy bee, large body and smaller wings.

The wings are not fixed down at the outer edge.

Why the buzzy bee motif pattern:

I went in search of flat bee button's to put on the inside of some felt bowls I am making. I couldn't
really find any I liked, other than to order from ebay, and the charms from the local beading shop
would work out expensive really for what I want to do. So we sat talking (me and my other half)
and I suddenly had this idea... so here it is! Two sizes of bee as Kev thought the first one, on the
green background, needed an extra black stripe. Instead I have upscaled the bee by thickening the
center stripes up. When I've sewn the initial bee onto the green background I did wonder if the
wings were too big, but I guess that depends on the style bee you want. So on the pink background
I've made a smaller set of wings. I've put all wing and body variations below. Feel free to play about
with the stripes and maybe add extra stitch increases and decreases in if you want an even larger or
fatter bee.

Kip x
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Version 1 — smaller body with the larger, one piece, wingspan.

What vou need:

2.5mm knitting needle's, I used dpn's as they as shorter than my straights.

Double knit/dk yarn in yellow, black and white. Although you could use a 4ply instead.
A darning needle for weaving in ends.

A small bead or two for eye's.

Some sewing thread for sewing your bee onto his new home.

Abbreviations:
k = knit
p = purl

kfb = knit into the front and back of the stitch to increase
k2tog = knit 2 together (for me this is a left slanting decrease)
p2tog = purl 2 together

psso = slip knitwise or purlwise twice, transfer back to left needle and knit or purl two together
(right slanting decrease)

NB: I'm a combination knitter so you may have to change your psso's to k2tog and vice versa to get
them slanting the right way.
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Gauge: not important really with these buzzy bee's. I've knitted them on small needles so they have
strength for being used as little patches.

For an idea of scale, the buzzy bee on green background is approx 2.5cm long once sewn down and
the one on the pink background is approx 3cm long when sewn. Although the bodies look much
different in size below because sewing pulls them in. The backgrounds are knitted in dk on 4.5mm
needles.

Large body next to the small bee body to show size difference,

although the big bee becomes a bit smaller once sewn on.

What vou need to do:

The body:

Smaller bee body: as seen on the bee on the green background.

Cast-on 3 sts in yellow.

Row 1) kfb in each st (6 sts)
Row 2) purl in yellow

Row 3) knit in black (note: I didn't cut the yarn, instead I stranded loosely across the back — see
below)
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Stranding across the back of the bigger body.

Row 4) purl in yellow

Row 5) knit in yellow

Row 6) purl in black

Row 7) knit in yellow

Row 8) purl in yellow

Row 9) k2tog, k to last 2, then psso
Row 10) k2tog, psso

Without turning your knitting cast off one stitch and thread the tail through the remaining stitch to
fasten it off.

Larger bee body: as seen on the pink background.

Cast-on 3 sts in yellow.

Row 1) kfb in each st (6 sts)

Row 2) Purl in yellow

Row 3) knit in black (note: I didn't cut the yarn, instead I stranded loosely across the back)
Row 4) purl in black

Row 5) knit in yellow

Row 6) purl in yellow

Row 7) knit in yellow

Row 8) purl in black
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Row 9) knit in black

Row 10) purl in yellow now to end
Row 11) knit

Row 12) p2tog, p to last 2, then psso
Row 13) k2tog, psso

Without turning your knitting cast off one stitch and thread the tail through the remaining stitch to
fasten it off.

The wings: two versions.

Long version and short version wings side by side.

Short: as seen on the bee on the pink background.
Cast on 2 sts in white.

Row 1) kfb across both stitches (4 sts)
Row 2) purl

Row 3) knit

Row 4) p, p2tog, p (3 sts)

Row 5) sl1, k2tog, pass slip st over (1 st)
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Row 6) purl
Pass tail through the stitch and fasten off.

Make 2.

Note: I did try to make these smaller wings as a single wingspan, so there was only the one to sew
on but the wings wanted to twist in the middle when it came to increasing back up to 3 sts. Hence

two small wings to attach instead of one wingspan.

Wings shown only attached to body and not fastened down at the tips.

Longer: as seen on the bee on the green background (the original version).
Cast on 1 st in white yarn.

Row 1) kfb (2 sts)

Row 2) kfb across (4 sts)
Row 3) purl

Row 4) knit

Row 5) purl

Row 6) k2tog, psso (2 sts)
Row 7) purl

Row 8) k2tog (1 st)
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Row 9) purl

Row 10) kfb (2 sts)

Row 11) purl

Row 12) kfb x 2 (4 sts)

Row 13) purl

Row 14) knit

Row 15) purl

Row 16) k2tog, psso

Row 17) k2tog

pull tail through last stitch and fasten off.

Long wings fastened down at wing-tips (not the best angled photo!).

To finish:

Weave in ends and sew onto your project body first and place the wings over the center of the body.
Sew his beady eye's on last.

You might want to block your bee to stop him curling before you sew him on but I don't think it is
too necessary. Just pin him out well, in position, before sewing.

If you want a slightly 3D effect you could just stitch the wings down in the center and not at the
ends as in the version 2 photo at the start. He will look like he's trying to take off then!

Have fun and enjoy!
Kip x
© Kippersning, 2014, all rights reserved.
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